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METHODS & PROFILES 













PROFILES: PARTICIPANTS PAST 
AND PRESENT

Hassals Lane

Photo: Stephanie 
Defregger

This section summarises the 27 projects/
organisations with which we conducted interviews, 
and lists the additional organisations reviewed 
and included in the exhibition and book. The data 
in the 12 summaries come from interviews and 
publicly available information. The 12 projects/
qticpkucvkqpu" rtqὌngf" jgtg" kpenwfg" *kp" cnrjcdgvkecn"
order): Christchurch Aunties; Cultivate Christchurch; 
Disc Golf; East x East; Gap Filler; the Green Lab; a 
Local Food Project; the Food Collective; RAD Bikes, 
Redzone Drone Racing; Salt Lane Studios; Watch this 
Space. 
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DISC GOLF AT 
EAST X EAST

The Disc Golf course at ExE was 
installed by Vortica in 2019. It 
has been designed so that the 

space can be used by serious disc 
golf players alongside amateurs 
and families. It is a sport with rising 
popularity, which requires relatively 
little investment to set up and is usually 
publically accessible. It thus has a very 
different demographic form ‘ball golf’.  The 
course is well used, with many weekday and 
weekend users of different ages observed during the 
research period.

The process was smooth; they were very 
supportive. They gave me pretty much 
a free hand after they had given me the 
design for the area, so that I knew which 
areas I couldn’t use and which areas I 
had to stay away from. So, the whole 
process was fantastic.

LIVS have changed lives. Literally 
changed lives by their relatively small 
investment in East x East.

LiVS site:

INTERVIEWEE:

PROJECT TIMESPAN:

WEBSITE:

East x East, Burwood (red-zoned 
land managed by LINZ and LiVS)

Chris Davies

2019-ongoing

https://udisc.com/courses/brooker-
ave-disc-golf-course-wcaV
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RAD BIKES

Various
The Commons
Cashel st

RAD Bikes began as a Gap 
Filler project in 2013, testing 
out the idea of a bicycle 

recycling and assisted DIY repairs 
centre. It became an independent 
organisation in 2015.  It is improving 
access to cycling, minimising waste 
and developing community wellbeing. 
RAD provides access to bicycles, bike tools, 
parts and servicing advice. They reduce bike 
related waste and teach repair skills in a safe and 
welcoming environment for people to connect, learn 
new skills and help one another. They recently opened 
a second indoor workshop.

High st
Near C1
Space academy
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There is always going to be transitional 
space.  Underutilised parts of the city.  To 
have someone who is connecting those 
dots for communities and wonderful 
landlords or people who have the land, 
then that’s a really valuable service for 
us.  Well, for me as a community group, 
it’s a really valuable thing to know.

I can call them and they have done 
that leg work and [established] all 
those relationships.  Done all the legal 
whatever you need to do, to enable it.  
Because that would be such a massive 
thing for us, as a community, to embark 
on.  But even to know what’s available 
and door knock.  How would you even 
start that?

LiVS site:

INTERVIEWEE:

PROJECT TIMESPAN:

WEBSITE:

Jess Smayle

2013-ongoing

https://www.radbikes.co.nz/ 
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SALT LANE 
STUDIOS 

Salt Lane Studios is a co-
working space for creatives in 
Christchurch. It started out as a 

space upstairs in The Corner Store, a 
lease site where creatives could rent 
studio and workspace. LIVS role was to 
subsidize rent for artists and creatives 
starting out, enabling the space to be 
occupied and to test out the idea. Eventually 
founder Hannah Watkinson went on to begin 
Salt Lane Studios in Tuam Street, where again 
LIVS started out subsidizing spaces. Now, Salt Lane 
runs sustainably without LIVS input in Tuam Street 
– although the director and project manager do rent 
desks there!

We were young, we didn’t have massive 
responsibility to think about survival 
kinds of things for our city, but we had 
the space to think about what could 
make it better.

We just weren’t bogged down by the 
actual human basic needs side of 
things, as such. People were doing that. 
People were taking water trucks out to 
the suburbs that didn’t have water, and 
people were helping people with the 
housing and stuff like that. Whereas 
when we came into the place-making 
realm, it was in those bonus extras.

I think Life in Vacant Spaces is the kind 
of organisation that Christchurch would 
be in a very different position without. It 
has supported and continues to support 
a lot of things that would otherwise be 
unrealised, and it has contributed to the 
city being an excellent place to live.
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LiVS site:

INTERVIEWEE:

PROJECT TIMESPAN:

Cashel Street

Hannah Watkinson

2018-2021
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ADDITIONAL PROJECTS

ART INSTALLATIONS

AVONDALE COMMUNITY GARDENS

BIG STREET BIKERS

various

2020 - present

2020 - present

���� �������� by Audrey Baldwin, ����������� ��������� ��
���� ��
���
� 	����� by 
Audrey Baldwin and Khye Hitchcock, The Social’s projects ����� ����� and the 
artist Street Residency, the Unimed Site performance of 	���� by Audrey Baldwin 
and Julia Croucher, and Agropolis performances

A community garden began by intermediate school student, Jordan Wilson. The 
garden gives away all its produce locally.

Installation of Locky Docks bike stands on LiVS brokered spaces

Art Chemist by Audrey 
Baldwin

Photo: Janneth Gill

Avondale Community 
Garden

Photo: Hannah Watkinson

Big Street Bikers 
LockyDocks

Photo: Big Street Bikers

Reviews of the following organisations/projects are included in the research where interviews were not 
possible.
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FREE THEATRE

HASSALS LANE

KOWAHI COLLECTIVE

Various, ongoing

2019 - present

2019 - 2020

Avant-garde theatre company (founded in 1979) that LiVS have supported with 
pop-up performance spaces and a home hub.

Hassall Lane Studios is a creative hub located in Waltham. The complex 
houses a variety of businesses and artists, including photographers, designers, 
and musicians LiVS brokered the site in 2018 and continues to work with the 
community there.

A pop-up store of New Zealand artists was supported by LiVS in the Guthrey 
Centre. They have since gone on to be a permanent store in High Street.

Ars Acustica (2019)

Photo: Stuart Lloyd-Harris

Hassals Lane

Photo: Stephanie 
Defregger

Kowhai Collective

Photo: Stephanie 
Defregger



REKINDLE

ROLLICKIN’ GELATO

2011 - present

2013

Rekindle is a social enterprise, founded in 2011, shortly after the Christchurch 
earthquake, as a response to the amount of waste generated by the disaster. 
Rekindle uses salvaged materials to create unique and sustainable furniture, 
homewares, and art pieces. The organization also offers workshops and 
educational programs aimed at promoting a circular economy.

A successful gelato café, originally a caravan on a LiVS brokered site

Rekindle Workshop

Photo: Johannes Van Kan

Rollickin� Gelato

Photos: Neat Places
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THE SOUND GARDEN

UNITY GARDEN

2013

2020

A collaborative project that used recycled materials to create a musical garden.

LiVS brokered the space for Giving Seeds of Love to develop a garden after the 
Mosque attacks in Christchurch. In response to the racist attack at the death 
of 51 people, the Unity Garden sought to enhance and celebrate diversity and 
encourage people to come together in anti-racism.

Sound Garden

Photo: Erica Austin

Unity Garden

Photo: Hannah Watkinson 
and Rebecca Parnham

TEMPLE FOR CHRISTCHURCH 2013

An art installation that encouraged contributors to write messages on the large-
scale, temple-like construction before being burned at a community event. LiVS 
brokered the space in central city.

Temple for Christchurch

Photo: Gaby Montejo



Glitterbox Pursuits Winter 
Wander

Photo: Janneth Gil
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PART TWO

Most people and organisations intentionally invest time and energy into 
activities and projects hoping for a certain return or outcome. In many of 
the LiVS supported projects and organisations, the hoped-for outcome was 
uqog"hqto"qh"ұwtdcp"cevkxkv{Ҳ"qt"ұcevkxcvkqpҲ0"Hqt" vcwvcjk"Ejtkuvejwtej."wtdcp"
activations sought to create vibrancy in an otherwise tragic environment 
recovering from a sequence of earthquakes. This was the case in many 
of the LiVS supported central city and East x East projects which focused 
on activating areas that had been vacated because of earthquake related 
effects, such as liquefaction, building demolitions, or damage. However, 
urban activations can also be about place-making – creating environments 
vjcv" tgὍgev" vjg" xcnwgu." fguktgu" cpf" uvqtkgu" qh" vjg" rgqrng" yjq" nkxg" vjgtg0"
Sometimes urban activations might be experimental trials of architecture, art, 
or community development practices that invite residents to think about and 
even imagine their place differently. As noted in Part 1, LiVS have supported 
c"fkxgtukv{"qh"rtqlgevu" kp" vcwvcjk1Ejtkuvejwtej."dwv"pggfgf"c"rtqeguu"cpf"
language to better explain the holistic intentions and outcomes of their (and 
others’) investments. 

In this section we summarise the two frameworks (CEROI and Mauri Ora 
Compass) used to analyse intentions and outcomes for LiVS-supported 
projects/organisations. Following that, we group the projects/organisations 
according to their main social and environmental outcomes. 

FRAMING
INVESTMENTS 
& RETURNS





































 The Temple for 
Christchurch

Photo: Gaby Montejo
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ENCOUNTERING OTHERS

just about the ‘common’ site or place either – it is also about building communities 
of people who work together to maintain or share a resource, and in the process 
foster individual and collective wellbeing.

What types of relationships do we have with the people and environments that enable us to 
survive well? How much do we know about those who live in distant places and provide the 
inputs that we use to meet our needs? How do we encounter others as we seek to survive well? 
(Gibson-Graham et al., 2013, p. xiii).

People often encounter each other as they go about meeting their daily needs; 
shopping, getting help from neighbours, accessing shared commons and 
through purposeful connections. But face to face encounters have reduced 

with new digital encounters and online retail opportunities. For Gibson-Graham et 
al (2013), encountering others includes encountering distant others, others whose 
lives are affected by the decisions and transactions people make in Aotearoa 
New Zealand. A CEROI approach to intentionally investing in ‘spaces of encounter’ 
encourages connections with others in ways that support their wellbeing as well as 
ours. Many of the LiVS supported organisations/projects enable such supportive 
encounters with others. 

Some of the LiVS supported organisations/projects infuse face to face encounter 
back into the city; including through dancing together in public, participator art, 
and food collectives that involved public preparation and shared consumption of 
food. Others encourage awkward, uncomfortable, and therapeutic encounters, 
challenging participants to encounter where their food comes from, the kinds 
of inequalities present in the city. Others enact ethical decision-making in their 

ACCESS USE BENEFIT CARE RESPONSIBILITY OWNERSHIP

Private 
individual

Private 
collective

State

Open access

State (Ara)

Private, state 
and other 
ownership

Assumed by 
community

LiVS

Big Street 
Bikers

Performed by 
community 
members

LiVS, 
Canterbury 

Permaculture, 
Hassals Lane 
tenants, local 
community

Big Street 
Bikers

Widely 
distributed to 
community 
and beyond

Hassals 
lane tenants 

and local 
community

Bike users 
with app and 
advertisers

Negotiated by 
a community

Hassals 
lane tenants 

and local 
community

Bike users with 
app

Shared and 
wide

Hassals 
Lane tenants 

and local 
community

All bike 
users and 

advertisers

COMMONS ANALYSIS OF HASSALS LANE AND BIG STREET BIKERS

Table 3:	  

Commons analysis of 
Hassals lane and Big Street 
Bikers

Commons

Hassals
Lane

Big Street
Bikers
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Milk Fight by The Social

Photo: Ed Lust
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 Cultivate Christchurch 
Garden

Photo: Alison Watkins









Figure 8:	  

LiVS exhibition poster

The exhibition in September 
2022 took place along 
the length of Cashel St, 
Christchurch. The curated 
exhibition of photos and text 
was a collaboration between 
Kelly Dombroski, Rachel 
Shiels, Hannah Watkinson 
and Life in Vacant Spaces

Photo: Travis Dombroski 







In the context of the climate emergency, different kinds of transitional spaces have 
and will emerge. The role of place-making organizations such as LiVS will have a 
growing importance around the country as additional natural and social disruption 
occurs on a wider scale – for example, with the wide range of ‘stickered’ buildings 
after Cyclone Gabrielle. Our work has shown that the work of such organisations 
has real wellbeing outcomes. Our work has experimented with different ways of 
visualising and communicating wellbeing outcomes, through a report, a book, 
and a public exhibition. In the end though, the challenge goes back to funders, 
both public and private – are they able to listen and respond to the evidence and 
communications by investing in urban wellbeing?

Final Words

Photo: The Kowahi 
Collective














